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Welcome to the Winter 2012 
edition of the County Farms 
Estate newsletter. 
 

I am well aware what a difficult 
agricultural year we have all 
experienced. Whilst I do not want 
to dwell on what has been, it has 
reinforced the resilience of 
farmers who, by determination 
and innovation have overcome 
the elements. 
 
One piece of good news was 
regarding Defra’s NZV review. No 
new county farms were included 
within the revised NVZ 
boundaries and some farms 
which were previously included 
are now excluded. 
 
It has also been a challenging 
year for the County Council. 
However, the importance of the 
County Farm Estate to the 
Authority has been recognised by 
its inclusion in the Budget and 
Corporate Plan – the County 
Councils principal policy 
document. The County Council’s 
commitment to the County Farm 
Estate was also reiterated by the 
Deputy Leader, Hilary Cox, in a 
recent BBC television programme 
looking at County Farms in the 
South West. 
 
Finally, I hope that you will all be 
able to find some time to spend 
with family and friends over the 
festive season. On behalf of all of 
the County Farms team I wish 
you all a very merry Christmas 
and a happy, and less 
challenging new year. 
 
 

Ben Lancaster 
Senior Land Agent  
(Team Leader) 
 
 

We wish you all a 
very Merry 
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Happy New Year 
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TASTY SUCCESS FOR LUKE AND LOUISE TROWBRIDGE 

 

Alongside the main successful dairy business on this holding, Luke and 
Louise Trowbridge of Provost Farm have received yet another accolade 
for their hard work by being awarded two Gold Awards in the 2012 
Great Taste Awards organised by The Guild of Fine Food.  A two-star 
Gold for their Berkshire Pork and a one-star Gold for their sausages, 
following their earlier success of being awarded the title of Best Food 
Produce in Dorset and even being presented to Her Majesty The Queen 
as part of her Jubilee Tour of Dorset.  
 
Louise began the Uncommon Pig Company in 2011 with the ambition to 
raise rare breed, free range Berkshire pigs alongside their dairy herd 
and creating a high welfare, free ranging and stress free environment 
for all their animals. 
 
Their cows also enjoy the outdoor life for as much of the year as  
possible and produce milk for award-winning farmhouse cheddar 
cheesemaker Barber’s of Ditcheat and are fed mainly on a  
forage-based diet.  Their pigs are outdoor reared in paddocks with  
constant access to both their favourite wallow holes and warm  
straw-bedded pig huts and are free to root and forage at will. 
 
Luke is a fourth generation dairy farmer and decided that the good  
temperament of the Berkshire pig would particularly suit their family 
farm where they are also raising their four energetic boys to secure 
the next generation of young farmers!  It is important to them that the  
abattoir is just a short distance from their farm too as this means  
minimum stress to the animals and therefore better quality meat. 
 
They also support a scheme to encourage young people to consider a  
farming career, in fact two of their current team are agriculture students, 
which in turn helps to preserve knowledge, skills and a farming heritage 
for everyone. 
 
They have a website and are able to supply quality butchers, farm 
shops and restaurants with the very best cuts of meat on request.  In 
addition home cooks can buy direct from them on their website or at the 
occasional shows and events which they attend. 
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SLURRY STORE SAFETY 
 
The recent death of three family members in Northern Ireland which was reported in the National Press is a 
timely reminder to us all about the dangers of slurry stores. 
 
NFU Vice President Adam Quinney said: “We are deeply saddened to hear the tragic news regarding these 
deaths and our heartfelt  
sympathies go out to the family. This type of accident happens all too often and is a stark reminder of the  
dangers of working with slurry. 
 
“We don’t know the precise causes of the accident but we urge farm 
businesses to review the safety equipment that is available next to 
slurry tanks for use in emergencies.” 
 
Slurry can be extremely polluting and is a particular hazard if it gets 
into the water system.  It is therefore important to check all surface 
waters frequently, especially when slurry is being applied or shortly 
after heavy rainfall. 
 
It is recommended to surround slurry pits and stores with barriers, 
such as fencing.  Access gates should remain closed and fitted with 
childproof padlocks or chains.  The fenced-off area should also  
incorporate the entire scraping slope. 
 
Appropriate rescue arrangements must be in place in case of emergencies.  Rescuers will need to be properly 
trained and have appropriate rescue equipment. If entry to the slurry store is necessary, only a competent person 
wearing harness, lifeline and breathing apparatus should enter. 
 
The NFU recently reminded farmers about the dangers of slurry gases such as Hydrogen Sulphide. This gas can 
cause unconsciousness and suffocation very quickly and can be present in significant quantities. Care must be 
taken when agitating the slurry to facilitate pumping, as high concentrations can be created which can be  
flammable and potentially explosive.  Do not rely on gas monitoring devices giving accurate readings in these 
situations.  High gas concentrations can also be found in other areas, such as above slurry slats. 
 

Alongside the advice from the NFU we will be carrying out a review of 
all the Slurry Stores, Pits, Lagoons, etc. on our County Farms Estate. 
Fencing and signage to all stores will be checked and where  
appropriate a programme of works will be agreed with tenants to  
ensure stores are all adequately secure.  This is also a good  
opportunity to remind you all that farmers have legal obligations to  
ensure the safety of your families, farm staff, and visitors and to make 
sure they are aware of the dangers of these stores. 
 
Further information on ‘working in confined spaces’ and ‘preventing 
access to effluent storage and similar areas on farms’ is available by 
the HSE, to view visit Health and Safety Executive Agriculture  
Information Sheet No 9  (Revision) at www.hse.gov.uk 
 

                Quote courtesy of http://www.nfuonline.com 
 

 
 

Jolliffes Farm, Margaret Marsh 

Burley Road Farm, Handley Common 

Please contact Jenny Stubbs on 01305 221948 if you have 

anything you would like included in the next edition of 

this Newsletter.   
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Chalara fraxinea —  Ashes to Ashes? 

 
A new disease affecting ash trees (Fraxinus sp.) has  
recently been found in Britain. The disease has already 
caused extensive loss of ash trees in mainland Europe, 
and could be a major threat to wild and planted ash in the 
UK if it takes hold here. 
 
What is Chalara fraxinea? 
Chalara dieback of ash caused by the fungus Chalara 
fraxinea was found in the UK for the first time earlier this 
year in young ash plants in tree nurseries and recently 
planted sites, including a car park, a college campus, and a 
new woodland. The disease is characterised by the  
premature loss of leaves from the outer parts of the crown 
(top and sides), accompanied by long diamond-shaped  
lesions or areas of sunken and discoloured bark on twigs. 
These lesions girdle twigs and small branches, starving the 
leaves above of water and nutrients and causing whole 
branches to die. In mature trees, it is the new growth that is 
affected. 
 
What is being done about the disease? 
The disease has not yet been found in the South West. 
However, the council is being vigilant for signs of the  
disease in its trees across the county and may remove any 
affected trees before infection spreads, should any be 
found, where this is deemed appropriate.  From Monday 
October 29, 2012, the government has implemented a ban 
on the import of ash plants into the UK and on the  
movement of ash plants, seeds and trees into and around 
the UK. The ban does not extend to the movement of ash 
timber or firewood except from sites where the disease has 
already been found. 
 
What should I do if I think I have found Chalara  
disease? 
 
The disease has been classified as “notifiable” by DEFRA, 
which means that suspected cases of the disease must be 
reported to the appropriate plant health authorities.  If you 
think that you have identified Chalara fraxinea on an ash 
tree, then you should contact one of the following bodies: 

Forest Research Disease Diagnostic Advisory Service 

Tel: 01420 23000 

Email: ddas.ah@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

Forestry Commission Plant Health Service 

Tel: 0131 314 6414 

Email: plant.health@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

FERA Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate 

Tel: 01904 465625 

Email: planthealth.info@fera.gsi.gov.uk 

 

 

What are the signs of the disease? 

Information can be found at the following sources: 

Video on YouTube showing how to identify the 
disease by the Food and Environment Research 
Agency (FERA). 

Diagnostic guide to the symptoms of Chalara by 
the Forestry Commission 

Note that because one of the symptoms of 
Chalara fraxinea is leaf loss, identification of the 
disease will be difficult at this time of year 
(autumn) when the trees are losing their leaves. 

 
More information can be found on these  
websites 

Forestry Commission plant health website  

Forestry Commission Research website  

DEFRA Plant health website  

European Plant Protection Organisation 



The Rural Practice Team   Email: countyfarms@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
 

Ben Lancaster Jenny Stubbs 
Senior Land Agent (Team Leader) Project Support Officer (Rural) 
01305 221952   B.lancaster@dorsetcc.gov.uk 01305 221948  j.stubbs@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Team Leader and Estate policy Administrative support  
Responsible for the management of the Estate   
 including routine building repairs Carole Knight 
 Estate Assistant 
Neil McWilliam 01305 221942  carole.knight@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Senior Land Agent Administrative support  
01305 221953   n.a.mcwilliam@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Responsible for capital investment  
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FROM LONG BREDY TO AFRICA 
 

The following article has kindly been submitted by the daughter 
of one of our dairy farm tenants at Long Bredy.  She recounts 
her month as a volunteer in Africa working on a game reserve. 
 

“My name is Sabrina Harris - Jarvis and I live on a dairy farm in 
West Dorset.  I have always had a passion for animals,  
especially African animals, so two years ago I decided to book 
to go to Africa and volunteer with them, finally on the 16thJuly 
2012 I flew out to south Africa for the most amazing month. 
 

My first two weeks was spent working on a game reserve in 
South Africa called Phinda, all the animals are wild and have a 
vast area to be free and are fairly safe from poachers. My job 
was to track animals such as lion, leopard, cheetah, elephant, 
rhino, and much more and record their behaviour and  
whereabouts, some animals were tracked by footprints others 
may have radio collars on for research and protection, as  
animals can sometimes wander off or to the edge of the reserve 
where there is a greater risk of poachers and snares. In Africa 
there are low numbers of rhino and leopards due to poaching 
for horns, skin or meat.  
 

On my first night at Phinda we were called out because a hyena had 
walked into a snare and it was stuck in its neck, we had to dart it and 
remove the snare. 
 

I also was lucky enough to be involved in a well known world leopard project and helped 
dart two leopards to remove old radio collars, this was a very emotional moment! 
 

Other great things there was canoeing with crocodiles, climbing mountains, watching 
wild elephants drink and being feet from a massive male lion. 
 

My second two weeks was at a rehabilitation centre called Care for Wild which take in 
sick baby wildlife, they had baby white lion cubs, baby rhinos, baby baboons, owls,  
antelope and much more. 
 

It was my job to be mum to 6 white lion cubs, who needed to be fed about 7 times a day, 
they were a handful. My days with them were mainly cutting up meat and making a  
porridge mixture for them, but I got to have a good hour or two play time or take them for 
a walk into the African bush in the day.  They had a mongoose called Jojo as a pet she 
would always try and sit on your shoulder for attention. 
 

I was also fond of the three baby rhinos there that had all been orphaned by poachers, 3 rhino a day are being 
killed by poachers in South Africa at this present time, but luckily one of the rhino Didi was released only a few 
days after I left.  
 

I had the most amazing time in Africa, did so much and learnt so much about conservation of these amazing  
animals and learnt a lot about myself and my goal in life ….. I truly can’t wait to get back!” 

****************************************************** 


